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Public Works Department
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Public Works Department, Traffic & Engineering Services Division

BRYAN JONES, TE, PTP, AICP, Traffic Engineering Manager
Public Works Department, Traffic & Engineering Services Divisiony

MARY GONZALEZ, Grant Writer AAS )
Public Works Department, Administration Division

SUBJECT: ADOPT A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF
APPLICATIONS FOR AND ACCEPTANCE OF FUNDS FROM THE
CALTRANS LOCAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ~ THE HIGHWAY SAFETY
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR $1,600,000 FOR VARIOUS TRAFFIC
SIGNAL PROTECTED LEFT TURN PHASING PROJECTS AND
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS BY THE PUBLIC
WORKS DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE

RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the submission of
applications for and acceptance of funds from the Caltrans Local Assistance Program — The
Highway Safety Improvement Program for $1,600,000 for various traffic signal protected left turn
phasing projects and authorizing the execution of documents by the Public Works Director or
designee.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) provides grant funds to implement safety
improvements on public roads, public surface transportation facilities, publicly owned bicycle or
pedestrian trails, and for traffic calming measures. The program is administered through the
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the primary objective is to eliminate or
reduce the number and severity of traffic accidents. The Department of Public Works will submit
application proposals to Cycle 4 of the HSIP program to help fund significant traffic safety
improvements for the City of Fresno. The grant applications are due December 9, 2010. Staff
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proposes to submit grant applications for the installation of protected left turn phasing at four
signalized intersections: Millbrook Avenue and Shields Avenue; Palm Avenue and Sierra Avenue;
McKinley Avenue and Palm Avenue; and Hughes Avenue and Shields Avenue. The total
estimated cost of the four installations is $1,600,000.

BACKGROUND

The Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) replaces the former Hazard Elimination Safety
Program (HES) and provides funds to projects which implements safety improvements on public
roads, public surface transportation facilities, publicly owned bicycle or pedestrian trails, and for
traffic calming measures. The program serves to eliminate or reduce the number and severity of
traffic accidents. The competitive grants are awarded to eligible local agencies by Caltrans on an
annual basis. The amount of the Federal-aid highway safety funds available for the HSIP program
in the 2010/2011 Federal Fiscal Year is approximately $70 million. The HSIP program provides
funding for the following safety improvements:

Traffic Channelization

Pavement Markings & Delineation
Widen or Improve Shoulder
Flatten Side Slopes

Realign Roadway

Overlay for Skid Treatment
Emergency Vehicle Priority Systems
Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety

Public Transportation Facility
Traffic Calming Improvements
Red Light Running Detection
In-pavement Crosswalk Lights
Pavement and Shoulder Widening
Rumble Strips & Warning Devices

Roadway illumination
Intersection Safety Improvement
Skid Resistant Surfaces
Breakaway utility poles
Traffic Signs

Upgrade Median Barrier
Remove Obstacles

New Traffic Signals

New Median Barrier

New or Upgraded Guardrail
Impact Attenuators

Upgrade Traffic Signals

Sight Distance Improvements
Median for Traffic Separation

The Department of Public Works has utilized the assessments of traffic studies to determine the
strongest candidate projects to compete for the statewide safety improvement funds. These
locations exhibit a significant number of accident rates, increased traffic volumes and/or
hazardous conditions. In addition, proposed projects are significantly influenced by the capacity
to meet the HSIP guidelines and requirements for the competitive funds. The Department of
Public Works proposes to seek funding for the following significant safety improvement projects:

e The installation of Protected Left-turn Phasing at the intersection of Millbrook Avenue and
Shields Avenue.

e The installation of Protected Left-turn Phasing at the intersection of Palm Avenue and Sierra
- Avenue.

e The installation of Protected Left-turn Phasing at the intersection of McKinley Avenue and
Palm Avenue.

o The installation of Protected Left-turn Phasing at the intersection of Hughes Avenue and
Shields Avenue.
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The listed project locations have significant collision numbers or hazards to qualify as program
candidates for funding. The intersection of Millbrook and Shields Avenues is located in Districts
Four and Seven and is currently ranked third on the 2010 Priority Ranking Worksheet for Left
Turn Signals. This intersection has nine recorded collisions during the most recent three year
period of study. The intersection of Palm and Sierra Avenues is located in Districts Two and is
currently ranked seventh on the 2010 Priority Ranking Worksheet for Left Turn Signals. This
intersection has six recorded collisions during the most recent three year period of study. The
intersection of McKinley and Palm Avenues is located in Districts One and Three and is currently
ranked tenth on the 2010 Priority Ranking Worksheet for Left Turn Signals. This intersection has
four recorded collisions during the most recent three year period of study. The intersection of
Hughes and Shields Avenues is located in Districts One and is currently ranked fourteenth on
the 2010 Priority Ranking Worksheet for Left Turn Signals. This intersection has two recorded
collisions during the most recent three year period of study.

The project selection is based upon the ability to meet all the program criteria effectively and
also serves as the “strongest candidate projects” to compete for the program opportunity
regionally and statewide. In addition, project locations which may qualify to the Safe Routes To
School Program (SR2S) are ineligible to compete historically to the HSIP Program. Both the
HSIP and the SR2S programs are administered by the Division of Local Assistance of Caltrans.

In addition, the HSIP program gives priority funding to projects which can be designed and
constructed expeditiously. To be eligible for HSIP funds, a specific safety problem must be
identified for correction, and the project must correct or substantially improve the condition.

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution to authorize the submission of
applications for and acceptance of funds from the Caltrans Local Assistance Program — The
Highway Safety Improvement Program and authorize the execution of documents by the Public
Works Director or designee.

FISCAL IMPACT
The maximum Federal reimbursement for HSIP projects is 90%. A minimum 10% local match is

required for awarded grants and is available from the Citywide Traffic Signal Mitigation Impact
Fee Program.

Aftachment: Resolution




RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRESNO, AUTHORIZING
THE SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR AND ACCEPTANCE OF UP TO
$1,600,000 IN GRANT FUNDS FROM THE CALTRANS LOCAL ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM - THE HIGHWAY SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AND
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS BY THE PUBLIC WORKS
DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE

o New Left-Turn Phasing Traffic Signal Light Installation at the Intersection of Millbrook

Avenue and Shields Avenue;

e New Left-Turn Phasing Traffic Signal Light Installation at the Intersection of Palm

Avenue and Sierra Avenue;

e New Left-Turn Phasing Traffic Signal Light Installation at the Intersection of McKinley

Avenue and Palm Avenue; and

e New Left-Turn Phasing Traffic Signal Light Installation at the Intersection of Hughes

Avenue and Shields Avenue.

(Projects)

WHEREAS, the Highway Safety Improvement Program provides grant funds to eligible local

agencies for the purpose of safety improvements on public roads, public surface transportation facilities,

publicly owned bicycle or pedestrian trails, and for traffic calming measures; and

WHEREAS, the California Department of Transportation administers the grant program and has

requested applications from eligible agencies for the 2010-2011 fiscal years; and

- WHEREAS, the applicant’s governing body shall certify by resolution approval of the

application(s) and program participation and that the required minimum 10% match will be appropriated

and made available prior to any grant acceptance, upon the terms and conditions herein; and

WHEREAS, the City of Fresno will enter into an agreement with the State of California for

development of the Project(s), upon the terms and conditions herein.
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Fresno as follows:

SECTION 1. Approves the application for and acceptance of grant funding from the FY 2010-
2011 Highway Safety Improvement Program for the Project(s) and participation therein, consistent with
constitutional and local law requirements, annually allocated and available City funds and this
resolution; and

SECTION 2. Certifies, consistent with constitutional and local law requirements that the
required minimum 10% match will be appropriated and made available prior to any grant acceptance,
upon the terﬁls and conditions herein, to operate and maintain the Project(s); and

SECTION 3. Certifies that the City has reviewed, understands and, to the extent consistent with
all constitutional and local law requirements, annually allocated and available City funds and this
resolution, agrees to the provisions contained in the application and program guidelines, manual and
related documents; and

SECTION 4. Appoints and authorizes the Department of Public Works Director or designee as
the agent for the City of Fresno to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit all documents including,
but not limited to applications, agreements, amendments, payment requests and so on which may be
necessary for the completion of the aforementioned Project(s), consistent with all constitutional and
local law requirements, annually allocated and available City funds and this resolution, and subject to
prior épproval as to form by the City Attorney’s Office.
iy
1117
1117

111



CLERK’S CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF FRESNO
CITY OF FRESNO

N’ N’ e

I, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the foregoing resolution
was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, California, at a regular meeting thereof, held on the
day of ,2010.

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

REBECCA E. KLISCH

City Clerk

By:
Deputy Date

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

JAMES C. SANCHEZ

City Attorney

By: _ I.(L J1-23 -2
Robert R. Coyle Date

Senior Deputy City Attorney
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