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Public Works/Parking Services Divisio -
SUBJECT: AMEND FRESNO MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 14-308, REGARDING FREE

PARKING FOR CERTAIN LOW EMISSION VEHICLES AND VARIOUS CITY OWNED
PARKING FACILITIES AND PARKING METERS

RECOMMENDATION '

Staff recommends amending Fresno Municipal Code Sections 14-308 and eliminating the provision for free
parking for ultra-low emission and other types of fue! efficient vehicles at parking meters and City owned
parking lots and garages.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Parking Services Division provides parking spaces in the downtown area in metered stalls,
garages and parking lots. Downtown parking capacity in metered stalls is a key component to
attracting people downtown. Currently, the Parking Services Division provides free parking, without
limit, to fuel efficient or “hybrid” vehicles. Given the improvements and number of clean vehicles that
are now available, including the increasing popularity of hybrid vehicles, the threshoid contained in the
current ordinance is no longer appropriate. In addition, given the number of vehicles than can
technically meet the ultra-low emission requirement has made it increasingly difficult for staff to
properly screen vehicles to ensure they conform to this outdated standard.

Downtown businesses have also raised concern that parking meters are being used all day by hybrid
vehicles. These hybrid vehicles parked at the parking meters typically belong to downtown employees.
Employees utilizing hybrid parking at the meters prohibits customers seeking turn-over parking to use
these parking meters.

In October 2008, staff presented to council a proposal to limit the free parking provision to zero
emission vehicles only. Council comments directed staff to instead prepare the ordinance amendment
to discontinue free parking for all hybrid, low emission, and zero emission vehicles. The applicable
code sections have been amended per council direction and submitted for adoption.

BACKGROUND

In September 2003, City Council approved a one year pilot program for free parking for Low Emission
vehicles. In October 2004, the City Council extended the program indefnitely. In 2006, the program was
expanded beyond the Fresno Municipal Code designated Ultra Low Efficient Vehicles (ULEV) standard to
include vehicles identified as “hybrids”. The free parking for these vehicles has proven to be quite popular,
with approximately 50 participants parking ali day at parking meters that are generally intended for quick,
turnover parking. Parking meters are installed in urban areas in order to provide quick, turnover parking
that is located within close proximity of high activity centers such as City Hall, Fulton Mall, or the Santa Fe
Depot. Parking Services Division has received complaints from customers, building managers and owners,
as well as the government centers about these vehicles parking all day, taking away from the meters
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intended purpose. The use of these stalls by the owners of these vehicles is also impacting the Division’s
ability to generate needed revenues by approximately $63,360 annually.

KEY OBJECTIVE BALANCE

Amending this ordinance best serves the key objective balance in Customer Satisfaction and
Resource Management. Downtown parking customers would find more parking meters available on a
daily basis. Resource Management would be fulfilled as $63,360 in additional revenues would be
generated. Employee satisfaction would be addressed by amending an ordinance that is difficult to
monitor and enforce. '

FISCAL IMPACT
An additional fifty parking meters can potentially produce approximately $5,280 per month.
(50 meters X $4.80 revenue per day (assumes 80% occupancy) X 22 days per month)=$5,280)




ORDINANCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRESNO

PROPOSED AND INITIATED BY
MOVED BY SECONDED BY
BILL NO.
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FRESNO, CALIFORNIA,
REPEALING SUBSECTION (e) OF SECTION 14-308, REPEALING
SECTION 14-1020, AND AMENDING SECTION 14-1403 OF THE
FRESNO MUNICIPAL CODE, RELATING TO LOW EMISSION
VEHICLES -

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRESNO DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Subsection (e) of Section 14-308 of the Fresno Municipal Code is
repealed.

SECTION 2. Section 14-1020 of the Fresno Municipal Code is repealed.
SECTION 3. Section 14-1403 of the Fresno Municipal Code i1s amended to read:

SECTION 14-1403. PARKING METERS; DEPOSIT OF COINS. No
person shall park any vehicle in any parking meter space, except as otherwise
permitted in this chapter, without immediately depositing in the parking meter
adjacent to such space such lawful coin or coins of the United States as are
required by such meter unless the parking meter indicates that at the time such
vehicle is parked an unexpired portion remains of the period for which a coin or
coins has been previously deposited.

Exceptions: The provisions of this section shall not apply to: holders of
monthly parking permits issued by the Controller for use on parking lots pursuant
to a resolution of the Council, to vehicles lawfully displaying a license plate
issued by the California Department of Motor Vehicles to Medal of Honor

recipients, Legion of Valor recipients, Purple Heart recipients, Pear] Harbor
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Survivors and Former Prisoners of War and such other license plates issued by

another State

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall become effective and in full force and effect at 12:01
a.m. on the thirty-first day after its passage.
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CLERK'S CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO ) 88.
CITY OF FRESNO )

I, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the
foregoing ordinance was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, California, at a
regular meeting held on the day of , 2008.

AYES
NOES
ABSENT :
ABSTAIN :

Mayor Approval: , 2008 |

Mayor Approval/No Return: , 2008

Mayor Veto: , 2008

Council Override Vote:; , 2008

REBECCA E. KLISCH
City Clerk

By:

Deputy
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
JAMES C. SANCHEZ
- City Attorney
/30
By: . / / ®
Stacie L. Melikian  Date
Deputy
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