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BY: MARTIN A. QUERIN, P.E., Assistant Director l,..~

Department of Public Utilities - Water Division~

AGENDA ITEM NO.

SUBJECT: ADOPT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO CEQA GUIDELINES CLASSES 1
(SECTION 15301 EXISTING FACILITIES) , 6 (SECTION 15306 INFORMATION COLLECTION) ,
7 (SECTION 15307 ACTIONS BY REGULATORY AGENCIES FOR PROTECTION OF
NATURAL RESOURCES) AND 8 (SECTION 15308 ACTIONS BY REGULATORY AGENCIES
FOR PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT) RELATED TO THE NORTHEAST SURFACE
WATER TREATMENT PLANT

(1) AWARD CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT TO GRANITE CONSTRUCTION IN THE
AMOUNT OF $346,800 FOR INSTALLATION OF A DRYING BED CONTAINMENT SYSTEM
AT THE CITY OF FRESNO'S NORTHEAST SURFACE WATER TREATMENT FACILITY (BID
FILE NO. 2988)

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt the Notice of Exemption in substantially the form attached, and
then award a construct ion contract to Granite Construction in the amount of $346,800 for installation of a
drying bed containment system at the City of Fresno's (City's) northeast surface water treatment facility.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This project consists of the installation of a containment system (poly-liner) beneath the footprint of existing on
site drying beds to meet the California Regional Water Quality Control Board (CRWQCB) concerns regarding
the potential of constituents contained within discharged facility process effluent waters migrating to
groundwater. The project is categorica lly exempt from CEQA review, pursuant to Guidelines Classes 1, 6, 7,
and 8, because the project involves a minor alternation of the existing facility with no change in, or expansion
of use, will not have a significant on the environment or an impact on an environmenta l resource of hazardous
or critical concern , will not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmenta l resource, and will
assure the maintenance , restoration, or enhancement of a natural resource , and protection of the environment.

The City's northeast surface water treatment facility (SWTF) currently discharges treatment system waste
effluent (wastewaters) to four on-site earthen settling/evaporation beds (drying beds). The CRWQCB has
expressed concerns regarding the potential contaminat ion of groundwater through migration of residual
process constituents contained in these wastewaters. Through the competitive bidding process, Granite
Construct ion has been selected to install a drying bed containment system in two of the four drying beds
(Phase I) for discharged facility wastewater. Installation of the containment system will satisfy CRWQCB
concerns and the provisions noted in the adopted CRWQCB Wastewater Discharge Requirements Order for
continued SWTF operations.



REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL
Award of Contract to Granite Construction for a Installation of a Wastewater Containment System
January 28, 2010
Page 2

BACKGROUND

The City submitted a Report of Waste Discharge (RWD), dated September 26, 2003, to apply for a Waste
Discharge Requirements (WDR's) Permit for the new northeast SWTF, which began operations in June of
2004. The SWTF provides up to 30-million gallons of potable drinking water per day (30MGD) utilizing existing
surface water entitlements . Since then, and in accordance with interim approval by the CRWQCB, discharge of
facility wastewater has been directed to four (4) on-site earthen drying beds.

The drying beds are operated one at a time and rotated through operation cycles. Once the capacity of a
drying bed is exhausted, the discharge is stopped and the collected solids are allowed to settle and dry. Water
in the drying bed is decanted and returned to the front of the SWTF for re-processing. After drying, the solids
are removed from the drying beds, and transferred to an approved landfill.

These four unlined drying beds accept facility wastewaters which contain solids (sands, polymers, aluminum
sulfate coagulants) from the Actiflo clarification process, and spent water from filter backwashes. The originally
submitted RWD anticipated that the solids in the basins would settle out and create an impervious layer to
prevent dissolved metals (aluminum sulfate), and other waste constituents in the discharge from leaching into
groundwater. To monitor this, and provide a trigger for detecting any leaching conditions, perforated drain
lines and sampling ports (Iysimeters) were installed beneath, and across the width of the basins during original
facility construction. Although multiple monitoring/sampling results show no significant detectable events have
occurred; the CRWQCB has questioned the functionality of the Iysimeters, and presented concerns regarding
potential migration of undesirable wastewater constituents into the groundwater.

Through previous Council approval, AECOM Engineering (formally Boyle Engineering) was selected to provide
design alternatives for installation of a 'non-permeable' drying bed containment system to address these
concerns, and those provisions noted in the CRWQCB Wastewater Discharge Requirements Order. The
preferred and selected containment system calls for the lining of the drying beds with a 60 mil thick High
Density Polyethylene (HOPE) liner, and polymer injection of the wastewater to accelerate the solids settling
process prior to discharge into the drying beds.

Under the current project Bid File number, and to preclude interference with continued facility operations,
Granite Construction will install the HOPE liner system in two of the four drying beds (Phase I). Thereafter, in
accordance with annual facility shut-down/maintenance scheduling , completion the remaining two drying beds
(Phase II) will be pursued through the competitive bidding process under a separate construction contract.

This construction project was advertised on November 25, 2009, and distributed to 34 prospective bidders
according to the City's competitive bidding process. Six bids were received with Granite Construction being
the lowest responsible bidder at 25 percent below the engineering estimate.

FISCAL IMPACT

Funding for this project has been included in the Water Division's FY10 Budget, in the DBCP Recovery Fund
(WC00021). No additional funding is required.

L:\Council Reports\Water\SWTPWWContainment_01-28-1°
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FOR: SURFACE WATER TREATMENT FACILITY DRYING BED CONTAINMENT PHASE I

Bid File No. 2988
Bid Opening: December 17, 2009

BIDDER'S

1. Granite Construction Company
PO Box 50085
Watsonville CA 95077-5085

2. Wood Bros., Inc.
PO Box 216
LemooreCA 93245

3. Precision Analytical, Inc.
321 is" St
Bakersfield CA 93301

4. Kelton Excavating, Inc.
40128 Enterprise Drive
Oakhurst CA 93644

5. Emmett's Excavation, Inc.
1477 MenloAve
Clovis CA 93611

6. R.J. BerryJr., Inc.
PO Box 468
Selma CA 93662

TOTAL NET BID AMOUNT

$346,800 .00

$371,300.00

$449,800 .00

$454 ,008.00

$458,500 .00

$505,400 .00

For this contract to be awarded under the provisions set forth in the bidding document, you must
complete the following sections and return this bid evaluation to the Purchasing Division at the latest by
Wednesday, January 13, 2009 , 5:00 P.M.

The Engineer's Estimate for this expenditure is $ 463,560 . The contract price is~% below the
Engineer's Estimate. If the overage is greater than 10% or only one bid was received , give explanation :

BACKGROUND OF PROJECT (To be completed by Evaluating Department/
Division. Explain need for project/equipment) :

Project need is based on Californ ia Regional Water Quality Control Board (CRWQCB) concerns of
potential contamination of groundwater through the migration of surface water treatment process
wastewater constituents discharged to existing on-site earthen settling/evaporation basins. Additionally,
installation of a wastewater containment system will meet required provisions of the treatment facility's
Waste Discharge Requirements Order for continued facility operations.

C:IGlennKIProjectslSWTP LinerlBiddinglBidEvaiForms12988 SWTF Drying Bed evaluationformPW_01_05_1 O.doc



Page 2EVALUATION OF BID
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FOR: SURFACE WATER TREATMENT FACILITY DRYING BED CONTAINMENT PHASE I

Bid File No. 2988
Bid Opening: December 17, 2009

DEPARTMENT CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION:

LX.J Award a contract in the amount of $ _---=3.....4:..::6:.1.:,8::.,,0=0'-- _
to Granite Construction
as the lowest responsive and responsible bidder.

Remarks:

U Reject all bids. Reason:

C:\GlennK\Projects\SWfP Liner\Bidding\BidEvaIForms\2988 SWfF Drying Bed evalualionformPW_01_05_10.doc
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CITY MANAGER

Disapprove

ApproveGSD/Purchasing Recommendationu
u

Bid File No. 2988
Bid Opening : December 17, 2009

10/0
chasing Manager a e

~Y:Y;;Di~ Date

GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Department Head Approval

Uq- Approve Dept. Recommendation

U Disapprove

U See Attachment

C:\GlennK\Projects\SWTP Liner\8idding\8idEvaIForms\2988 SWTF Drying BedevaluationformPW_01_05_10.doc
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROGRAM: Surface Water Treatment Facility (WC00021)
Drying Bed Containment System (Phase I)

RECOMMENDATION

Direct Cost

Indirect Cost

TOTAL COST

TOTAL OR ANNUALIZED
CURRENT COST

$346,800 $346,800

$27,500 $27,500

$374 ,300 $374,300

Additional
Revenue or Savings
Generated

Net City Cost

Amount Budgeted
(If none budgeted,
identify source)

o

$500,000

o

$374,300

$500,000

Funding Source:

INDIRECT COSTS:

Contract Compliance
Construction City Staff
Inspection City Staff
Permits
Testing Lab Services

Total Indirect Costs :

DBCP Recovery Fund (40110)

$ 1,000
$ 7,000
$10,000
$ 1,500
$ 8,000

$27,500

C:\GlennK\Projecls\SWTP Liner\Bidding\BidEvaIForms\2988 SWTF Drying Bed evalualionformPW_01_05_10.doc



SCH NO. N/A

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

FROM: City of Fresno - Department of PublicUtilities
2600 FresnoStreet
Fresno, California 93721

TO:...,L Fresno County Clerk
2221 Kern Street
Fresno, California 93721

_ Office of Planning & Research
1400Tenth Street, Room 121
Sacramento, California 95814

Project Title: City of Fresno Northeast Surface Water Treatment Facility Drying Bed Containment System and
Enterprise Canal Spill Pond

Project Location: Locations for the designated containment system and spill pond Included In this 'Project' are
as follows:

10120 North Chestnut Avenue, Fresno, CA 93720

Please see attached vicin ity map.

Project Location - city: City of Fresno Project Location- county: County of Fresno

Description ofNature, Purpose and Beneficiaries ofProject These projects consist of the installation of a
containment system (poly-liner) beneath the footprint of existing on-site drying beds to meet RWQCB concerns
regarding the potential of constituents contained within discharged facility process effluent waters migrating to
groundwater, and minor expansion of the existing on-site stormwater detention basin to accommodate canal
source water volumes during periods of emergency facility shut-downs. Project beneficiaries would be the
residents of the City of Fresno. .

Name ofPublic Agency Approving Project: City of Fresno

Name ofPerson or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of Fresno Department of Public Utilities

Exempt Status: (check one)
o Ministerial- PRC § 21080(b)(1); CEQA Guidelines §15268
o Declared Emergency - PRC § 21080(b)(3); CEQA Guidelines §15269(a)
o Emergency Project - PRC § 21080(b)(4); CEQA Guidelines §15269(b) and (c)
[8] Categorical Exemption - Class 1/CEQA Guidelines §15301 ; Class 6/ CEQA Guidelines §15306;

Class 7/CEQA Guidelines § 15307; Class 8/ CEQA Guidelines § 15308.
o Statutory Exemption - PRC §. _

Reasons why project is exempt: The noted projects are Categorically exempt in accordance with the noted
CEQA Guidelines (i) for minor alteration and/or negligible expansion of existing facility features, because there
will be no expansion or change in use the drying beds , and only minor expansion of the stormwater basin with
no change in use; and/or (ii) for environmental monitoring and information gathering because this is an activity
required by RWQCB; and/or (iii) for the maintenance, restoration , or enhancement of a natural resource, and
protection of the environment, because the poly-liner will prevent effluent waters from migrating to groundwater.
These projects will not have a significant environmental impact, will not impact an environmental resource of
hazardous or critical concern , and will not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource

Lead Agency Contact Pe Glenn A. Knapp Full telephone no 559-621-5321
.......

Signature: Date: / ' 2 / · 2.;::YCJ
Printed Name an Title: Ma in Querin Assistant Director, Department of Public Utilities
[8] Signed by ad Agenc 0 Signed by applicant

If filed/signed by app] ant:
Attach certified document of exemption finding D (check if attached)
Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? DYes D No

Attachments: [Vicinity Map]
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